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T

his month we will be celebra+ng Thanksgiving—a
+me to thank God for all the blessings He has
poured out on us. Why is giving thanks to God
important? The Bible is ﬁlled with commands to give
thanks to God. Most verses go on to list reasons why we
should thank Him, such as "His love endures
forever" (Psalm 136:3), "He is good" (Psalm 118:29), and
"His mercy is everlas+ng" (Psalm 100:5). Thanksgiving
and praise always go together. We cannot adequately
praise and worship God without also being thankful.

2017 MCBA Annual Meeng
The photos below are from the MCBA Annual Mee+ng
which was held at Fulton Bridge Bap+st Church on
October 10, 2017. Rev. Cameron Jungels, pastor of
Eastside Bap+st Church was elected moderator of the
Associa+on. Rev. Sam Morgan, pastor of Hackleburg
First Bap+st Church was elected vice-moderator.

Enter into His gates with
thanksgiving, and into His
courts with praise. Be thank-

Feeling and expressing apprecia+on is good for us. Like
any wise father, God wants us to learn to be thankful for
all the gi?s He has given us (James 1:17). It is in our best
interest to be reminded that everything we have is a gi?
from God. Without gratefulness, we become arrogant
and self-centered. We begin to believe that we have
achieved everything on our own. Thanksgiving keeps our
hearts in right rela+onship to the Giver of all good gi?s.
Giving thanks also reminds us of how much we do have.
Human beings are prone to covetousness. We tend to
focus on what we don't have. By giving thanks, we are
reminded of how much we do have. When we focus on
blessings rather than wants, we are happier. When we
start thanking God for the things we take for granted,
our perspec+ve changes. We realize that we could not
even exist without the merciful blessings of God.
First Thessalonians 5:18 says, "In everything give
thanks, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus." We
are to be thankful not only for the things we like, but for
the circumstances we don't like. When we thank God for
everything that He allows to come into our lives, we keep
biEerness at bay. We can't be thankful and biEer at the
same +me. No, we don't thank Him for evil, we thank
Him for sustaining us through it. We don't thank Him for
harm, we thank Him for the strength He gives us to
endure it.

ful to Him, and bless His
name. For the LORD is good;
His mercy is everlasting, and
His truth endures to all
generations.
Rev. Mike Stancil, pastor of Fulton Bridge Bap+st Church

Calendar of Events

(L to R) Bro. Terry Davis, Minister of Music at FBC Guin,
Bro. Tim Lacey, Minister of Music at FBC Winﬁeld and
Bro. Rick Barnhart, State Board of Missions

We can have thankful hearts toward God even when we
don't feel thankful for the circumstances. We can grieve
and s+ll be thankful. We can hurt and s+ll be thankful.
We can be angry at sin and s+ll be thankful toward God.
That is what the Bible calls a "sacriﬁce of praise" in
Hebrews 13:15. Giving thanks to God keeps our hearts in
right rela+onship with Him and saves us from a host of
harmful emo+ons and aFtudes that will rob us of the
peace God wants us to experience (Philippians 4:6-7). So
during this Thanksgiving season let’s be encouraged
that no maEer our circumstances, God is s+ll worthy to
be praised. No maEer what is swarming around our lives,
God deserves our gratefulness and thanksgiving.

NOVEMBER
4 Mission Trip Celebration
5 - 9 Judgment House, FBC Winfield
6 MCBA Men’s Conference
12 ALCAP Sunday
13 - 20 Operation Christmas Child Collection
Week
14 Men’s Prayer Night, FBC Guin
14 - 15 Alabama Baptist State Convention
Whitesburg Baptist, Huntsville
23 Thanksgiving Day (Office closed 23-24)
30 MCBA Christmas Banquet
DECEMBER
3 Week of Prayer for International Missions
& Lottie Moon Christmas Offering (3-10)
4 Executive Committee Meeting, MCBA
12 Men’s Prayer Night, Mt. Olive
25 Christmas Day (Office closed 25-29)

God Bless You Always,
Bro. Keith
Phil. 4:13

Psalm 100:4-5 (NKJV)

(L to R) Bro. C.W. Box, re+red pastor and Bro. Steve
Sellers, Alabama Bap+st Children’s Homes

JANUARY
1 New Year’s Day (Office closed)
9 Men’s Prayer Night, FBC Hamilton
14 MCBA Evangelism Conference, FBC Guin
22 State Evangelism Conference,
Eastmont Baptist, Montgomery (22-23)

